Gross-Jägersdorf     
30th August 1757

Demonstrating Die Kriegskunst - the new Seven Years War rules
Background    In the summer of 1757 Field-Marshal Apraxin’s Russian army crossed into East Prussia and marched on the regional capital of Königsberg. At dawn on 30th August they found their path blocked by a smaller Prussian army, commanded by Field-Marshal Lehwaldt. The Prussian ordered his men forward, hoping to chop up the Russians before they could deploy. 

A Russian cavalry screen was ordered to buy time for the infantry to deploy. While Prussian infantry advanced into the dark woods Prussian cavalry threw themselves into a furious assault. Russia’s baptism of fire in the Seven Years War was about to begin.
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Scenario   The game concentrates on the crucial opening stages of the battle, fought around the northern end of Norkitten Woods. 

Rules   We’re using Die Kriegskunst, the Seven Years War variant of the General de Brigade system. The figure scale is 1 figure = 40 men, and a gun = 4 pieces. The rules will be published by Partizan Press in time for Salute 2008, but in the meantime you can read all about them online.
Figures   Both armies consist mainly of 28mm Foundry figures, with a few Front Rank castings throw in to make up the numbers. The Russians were painted by Angus Konstam and the Prussians by Dougie Trail – both of the South East Scotland Wargames Club. All are painted using acrylics. The flags are either home-made, or supplied by GMB.

Terrain    We use a 6x4 foot “green steppe” mat from Terrain Mat.com, while the same company also provided the lay-on base mat for the wood. Trees are a mixture of whatever was on hand in Edinburgh hobby shops, while the buildings were made by TSS, and although they’re no longer available, they can be bought on E-Bay. 

For more information on Die Kriegskunst and the games we play in Edinburgh, visit

www.edinburghwargames.com
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